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ROD & GUN CLUB
BILL & RICK

The DYC Rod & Gun Club has had a quiet July but August is
another story!!!  We have scheduled three outstanding events to
wrap up your summer fun!!!

The first is Archery Day on Saturday, August 9th ~ from 
1 to 3pm at the tennis courts.  The Rod and
Gun Club will furnish both equipment and
instruction, with a focus on safety above all
else.  This fun event is for the whole family ~
adults, teens and children alike (our only
requirement is that young children have the
upper body strength to draw back the bow by themselves).  No prior
experience is required.  Awards for top scores in varied age cate-
gories!

The second event is the Kids Fishing Derby
on Sunday, August 17th. Fishing begins at
9:30am and wraps up around 12:00 pm.  The
Rod and Gun Club will supply poles and bait for
those who need them.  There is a $5.00 cash
per family fee to pay for bait, prizes for all par-
ticipants and awards for Biggest Fish & Most
Fish Caught (note ~ this is our rainy day make-
up for June's Family Fishing Day ~ all children
16 years and younger can always fish without a
Michigan license, but those older must have a

valid fishing license on this day)!
Our third and most important event of the year is the Injured

Soldier Musky Tournament to be held on Sunday, August 24th.
The DYC Rod & Gun Club partners with the Michigan Ontario
Musky Club and Operation Injured Soldiers by hosting 90 veterans
and active duty soldiers for a free day of musky fishing and dinner
at the Detroit Yacht Club.  This event has
proven to be quite significant in the lives of
returning vets who are facing a variety of both
physical and psychological/emotional chal-
lenges. It is our honor to sponsor an event for
this group of men and women who have given
so much in service to our country.  This day
has always been made possible through the generous donations of
DYC members, friends and businesses. Once again we ask that
you please consider making a donation to the Operation Injured
Soldier organization ~ donations are 100% tax deductable ~ contact
Bill Schrader at pmmmarine@sprynet.com for donation details.

All three of these upcoming events require volunteers. We wel-
come all who are available to help out with any of these events!

Bill Schrader & Rich Michalski
pmmmarine@sprynet.com or 
(313) 622-6271

It's only with a long term plan that we can be assured of future suc-
cess. Once completed, and with the buy in of the current Board, and
support of Commodore Brooks in 2015 and Commodore Gierlach in
2016, our Club will have the stable approach to provide for our
future success. The way forward will be clear, attainable and sus-
tainable. 

This article was about moving forward and from the cover, taking
that first stroke, step or revolution of the pedals (if biking is your
choice) emphasizes the start. In 1895 our founders knew the impor-
tance, and as our second article states: "The purpose and objects
of this association is to engage in yachting, boating, and other kin-
dred sports for pleasure and exercise, and to promote and foster
these objects".  DYC makes that first stroke attainment of an award
winning lifestyle easy. Let's start, let's all get out there, work it, and
experience all the DYC has to offer. Get it? 

And that's the way it is from the Helm

TALK ABOUT THE WHOLE NINE YARDS!
WAS THAT A GREAT RACE-WEEKEND

OR WHAT? 
Three high-energy, fun-filled days with

members and guests utilizing our entire
facility, with parties and events on the
docks and lawns, in the clubhouse, and
pretty much anywhere we could fit them!
Our Club was packed, and early indica-
tions are that we generated substantial
revenue, adding to our bottom line.
Excellent performance by the entire
DYC Service Team was instrumental in
the Gold Cup success.

This month's cover celebrates our 
swim team as their season comes to a
close; our DYC Islanders team in the
pool forming the American Flag, with the other 13 MICSA teams on deck,
at last year's opening ceremonies. This was our first year in over 12 with a
new team leader, parents have embraced our new Head Coach, Jim
Singelyn, and the direction he has taken the team. One parent who shared
their thoughts with me said, "he really gets it, he gets club swimming!"   

Detroit Clubs played a pivotal role in the dominance that the U.S.A.
established in swimming.  The Pinkstons, a husband and wife Olympic
gold medalist team in their own right, were the impetus behind not only the
formation of MICSA, but also worked with Detroit Parks and Rec to build
Brennan Pools, the home of the1960 Olympic trials, establishing Detroit as
a swimming powerhouse. As a founding member of MICSA in 1939, your
Club was instrumental in forming the oldest and most innovative private
swim league in the United States, a league that has since produced a num-
ber of Gold Medalists, including Clarke Scholes (Detroit Golf Club), 1952
100 Meter Freestyle, and Peter Vanderkaay (Great Oaks CC), 2004, 2008,
2012 Gold Medalist 4 x 200 Freestyle Relay, Bronze in the 400-Meter
Men's Freestyle 2012. 

With that history in mind take another look at the cover; this time see if
you can pick out any future gold medalists, I bet there's at least one or two!
At this year's finals, record setting swims indicate we're on track and I'm
sure the trials in Omaha (where the U.S. Team for the 2016 Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro will be selected) will prove we get it. Look into the future
and you'll see our 2016 Commodore Gierlach attending in support of a
DYC Islander or two, who are standing atop an Olympic podium, as he
waves a DYC burgee high in the air!

Getting back to the immediate future, we've added Mindy Lopus as our
new Director of Sales and Marketing and I think Mindy "gets it", too. Prior
to Mindy's arrival we've taken every opportunity to promote our Club
through Open Houses, trade shows and in the media. We've been creative
with membership promotions and incentives, and members are helping to
bring in candidates. With Mindy on board we're taking that effort to the next
level! As with all new employees, I'd ask you to stop by and introduce your-
self, however its likely Mindy will be out finding new members to add to our
ranks. Once you've actually been able to catch up with her and talk to her,
I'm sure you'll agree she gets it.

Making sure you get it is our job and this, the longest continuously pub-
lished club magazine in the country, is one of the vehicles your Board,
Committee Chairs, and management use to help you. It's about making
sure you get everything possible out of your DYC membership. Our
Mainsheet will keep you informed and up-to-date on Club events. Need
more information? Turn to the directory page, pick up your phone, call a
committee chair or a department manager, and get the information you
need to make the most out of your DYC membership! 

With thoughts of getting it and looking towards the future, I'm happy to
announce progress towards a cohesive, comprehensive three year opera-
tional plan. General Manager Sides and the Board well know the way for-
ward deserves the best chance for success.  In the short term, we'll roll out
an operational plan for the winter and ramp up plans for the 2015 season.



GENERAL MANAGER
JIM SIDES

FROM THE SECRETARY
TODD J. EIB

2ND ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
Thank you to everyone who helped

make this year's 2nd Annual DYC Golf
Outing another great success. We
raised over $3,600.00 for the 2014
APBA Detroit Gold Cup races; which
helped the DYC with our commitment as
the Presenting Sponsor.

The weather was fantastic and every-
one had fun, especially the first ever
DYC Staff Team, sponsored by Director Kelli & Sean Murphy.
Congratulations to Jim Schebil for sponsoring the winning team; to
Connie Allen and Kevin Murphy for the longest drive and to Mark Lifter
and Mary Kate Peltz for closest to the pin.

Special thanks to co-chair's First Lady Mary Carr and Christopher
Nowak. Thank you to our great volunteers, Commodore Leonard and
Lady Marilynn Maisner, Director Patricia Thull O'Brien, Denise Gimpel
and Bill Schrader.

To our Sponsors: Les Stanford Chevrolet-Cadillac, The Baker Group,
Motor City AutoSpa, Corporate Fleet Services, Inc., Oh Boy Oberto,
The Voyageurs, The Sea Gulls, The Rod and Gun Club, The Boating
Committee, The Flying Scots, Kean's Marina, Lucky Hair Company and
to all the individuals and companies that donated time and raffle items.
A big thank you to Marcia Alberts for designing the one of a kind DYC
Gold Cup Golf hats for this event and Shelley Murphy for her time and
support in the creation of the flyers, posters and golf course signs.

Thanks for all your support and help!    
Rick and Audrey Michalski

Greetings!  As we progress further into
summer it is hard to believe that this will
be my August article and Gold Cup is
already behind us. Unlike my first year,
there are no MICSA Finals to prepare for
and it seems sort of quiet around here,
compared to last year. Yet, like a duck, all
is calm on top but underneath we are
paddling fast and furiously.

I am happy to announce the addition of
Mrs. Mindy Lopus as our new Director of
Marketing & Membership Sales. Mindy's
job will be quite extensive. She has been
tasked with selling the Club, from cater-
ing and events to bringing on new members. We did a Michigan
wide job search and found Mindy right here in Detroit. Mindy has
run several restaurants in the area and has a wealth of knowledge
in marketing, as well as a broad range of Detroit contacts that
sometimes reads like a Who's Who book.

We are totally revamping the membership department to bring us
in line with other clubs and enhance our brand. Along with Mindy
(who is tasked to be out selling the Club) we will add a couple of
staff to man phones, give tours, answer day to day inquiries from
current members and run the catering department. This restructure
will not add any additional costs to the labor pool but simply reallo-
cates the monies left over from taking 2 managers salaries and
combining them, and utilizing the left over monies.

Next, we are looking to further our brand by conducting a series
of survey's to see what you, the member, would like to have happen
at the Club and how we can make as many of those things happen
in the current economic climate. A lot of these surveys will take
place online utilizing a service that will collate all the data but if you
do not have access to a computer we can provide you a hard copy.
I know surveys are sometimes a pain but it is important that as
many people participate as possible so that the Board and
Management can make a long term road map to ensure the contin-
ued success of the DYC.

The first survey will deal primarily with Food & Beverage opera-
tions and we should have all the questions formulated by mid
August. Honest answers versus politically correct answers are what
we need. I have conducted many member surveys in the past and
a lot of times people give responses they think sound good versus
what they really want to see or experience. 

Have a great summer and as always…
See you at the DYC!

Greetings fellow DYC Members.  I hope you are having a pleasant sum-
mer at the Club.  The Board had a busy month in July.  The Board and
Management welcomed Mindy Lopus to her new role as Director of
Marketing and Sales.  Mindy has quickly engaged with the Board as we
share data on past recruitment efforts, new ideas and improvement in
processes.  The Finance Committee continues to fine-tune the forecast,
along with working on the 2015 budget and cleaning up old, stagnant
accounts that are on the books.  While the Finance Committee anticipates
a payment into CAP IV in the near future, the Board approved deferments
based upon the availability of funds.  The Board is reviewing and assisting
the General Manager in a winter operating plan that is to be rolled out to
the membership shortly.  This will outline Club hours, services and events.
The Board approved the 2015 Harbor Well Rate Schedule, which will be
published shortly.  The House Committee is overseeing the East End ren-
ovation under the guidance of P.C. Allen.  While the project has had delays
due to weather, the project is under budget allowing for additional improve-
ments on that side of the building.  The House Committee recommended
to the Board, who approved and deferred to the Preservation Board, cor-
rective actions that should be taken to repair the roof of the Garwood Suite.
By acting now, significant savings in these repairs will be had, since the
roofing company working on the East End project is already on-site.  With
the removal of the projector room, the Board has approved the sale of the
two new projectors that had been set-aside as replacements for the cur-
rent projector that had been used.  The projector removed from the projec-
tor room, will be saved for historical display. On July 7th, the Jr.
Sailing/UPrep Schools Sailing Program was kicked-off with new equip-
ment acquired through a donation to the project.  This is a significant
enhancement for the program.  The Board is also reviewing roles and
responsibilities between the Board and Club Management, along with
more streamlined methods for meetings and action items, and long range
planning and strategic efforts that will assist in transitions of Boards, while
maintaining the long range goals and continuity of the Club.  Every month
I look forward to our discussions and you can always reach me at: secre-
tary@dyc.com.  

Crawford-Armstrong Handicapped
Association's

Annual Fun Day in the Sun was once again
a huge success with the help of DYC volun-
teer members and staff. For over 36 years,
you have helped CAHA give to our mentally
and physically challenged 'guests' a special
day filled with boat rides, music, a picnic and
much more. Your support of our two events,

Butterfly Sunday and Fun Day help us to continue our mission
of helping those less fortunate.

The smiles and "Thank you's" from our guests, if it's for a
boat ride they received or just their picnic lunch, is due to all of
you who gave them a feeling of being so special for a day.
Thanks to all of you for helping to bring joy and laughter to over
700 grateful 'guests' on Fun Day, through your unfailing sup-
port we can continue to do so.  Our deepest appreciation to all
who help to keep CAHA goals alive.

Thank you again.  
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CHEF CRAIG’S CORNER
CRAIG DECK

FROM THE HOUSE COMMITTEE
VICE COMMODORE JOE BROOKS

Summer is just cruising by
and so are the days here at the
Detroit Yacht Club.  We have
had some great weekends like
the weekend of the Hydroplane
Races to which I would like to
thank all the members and their

guests for the great turn out.  This was an exciting weekend filled
with lots of good times, smiles, laughter, friends and family.  If it's
any indication of how the rest of the summer is going to go, I
believe we will have a lot more fun. Before you know it summer
will be over and fall will be upon us, along with the cooler temper-
atures.  I look forward to seeing many of you here at the DYC
before the summer comes to an end.    

Please check your calendars so you don’t to miss any of the
great events we have planned for the rest of the summer, and
please make your reservation in advance because you don't want
to miss out on anything here at the DYC.  You may wonder why
I keep reminding you to make reservations; well, knowing in
advance helps us make your dining experience a more enjoyable
one. So please help us do our part by doing your part and make
your reservation(s) as early as possible.  

In conclusion I would like to share an easy Yellow Tomato
Gazpacho Recipe; I hope you enjoy it. 

YYellow Gazpellow Gazpachoacho

10 each Yellow Tomatoes
1 each Cucumber (peeled & Seeded)
½ each Yellow Pepper
½ cup Rice Vinegar
¼ cup Honey
¼ tsp Saffron Threads
To Taste Kosher Salt 

Blend all until smooth. Chill for 24 hours.
Place into your favorite chilled bowl and garnish with fine diced

yellow tomato and cucumber then enjoy.

Thank You for your Patronage  
Chef Craig L. Deck
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In discussions with DNR we
learned that all $11 of the
Recreation Passport purchase
price will stay on Belle Isle and be
used for island projects if the
passports is purchased at the
DNR Ticket Office on Belle Isle.
Passports that are purchased at
the Secretary of State offices will
go into funding for all 102 State
Parks. We were told that funding
provided by on island purchases
would be in addition to funding
from the Secretary of State Park
pool of funds. I encourage every-
one to purchase their Passport from the DNR Ticket office
which is the colorful pod located just to the right and behind the
garden clock at the entrance to the island. 

2015 WELL RENEWAL FORMS
will soon be mailed out.

Please mark your Calendar.
Deadline to return your renewal,deposit, 
proof of insurance and registration is due 

September 30th



GARDEN CLUB
PAM MALONEY

VOYAGEURS VENTURES
PATRICIA THULL O'BRIEN

Save the Date.
We will have a Garden Club meeting the third Tuesday in August the

19th.  It will begin at 6:00 pm and run until 7:00 or 7:30.  The agenda is
weeding and deadheading.  Let's do it together.  Bring your tools and 
garden gloves. Be ready to get down and pull those weeds and do the
necessary deadheading.  All members are welcome to join us.  Bottles of
water will be available.  Let's hope we have perfect weather to work.

In the meantime, the weeds are also available daily so feel free to weed
any time, any day and in any garden area.  We appreciate your help.

We will return to regularly scheduled meetings on the third Tuesday of
each month, beginning in September.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 
GARDEN CLUB MEMBER?

Contact Pam Maloney at (248) 356-0042. The Garden Club
meets the third Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm in the Silver Cup
Room or in the gardens, weather permitting. We also meet many
times in the gardens throughout the growing seasons.  We would
love for you to join us. 

DYC BDYC BIKEIKE CCLUBLUB
There is a scheduled ride on 

Saturday, August 23
9:00 am... 

with a group of boaters from other marinas.  We will meet at
the William Milliken marina entrance at 9:30 am.  It is a
leisurely ride to Belle Isle and back.  We have scheduled a
brunch at the DYC Port Haven (cost is $17.36 per person
including tax and gratuity).  You are all invited to join us and
fellowship with other marina people. More detail will follow:

Contact: Leonard Chapital ~ (313)407-3399 or 
(313)821-5615 email at latipahc@gmail.com.

Voyageurs Garden
Don't forget to take your turn with 'Spontaneous Gardening' in the

Voyageurs garden, which is welcome at any time.
Race Day Bagel Sale, Sunday, July 13, 7:00am-10:30am

Well, due to inclement weather, we were not on the Boardwalk we
remained dry and warm in the Blue Hallway.  Amazingly, even though
our visibility was less, our sales were strong.  Thank you to all of you
who purchased coffee, bagels, scones and/or donuts, which help us to
fund future projects.  We appreciate your support of the Voyageurs.
Special gratitude goes to Nancy Foran, who coordinated the sale and,
without complaint, set up at 6:00AM and stayed for the duration of the
sale as well as take down.
First Floor Ladies Room Tile

We are excited to announce the completion of the First Floor Ladies
Room Tile project.  We worked hard to keep the disruption at a mini-
mum.  The project start date was Monday, July 21st and we were walk-
ing on the new floor by Friday, July 25th.   We thank all of you who have
supported the Voyageurs events, which allowed us to gather the 'nest
egg' needed to fund this project.  We will be looking into additional
"dressing-up" details for that space, soon.  Special thanks to Nancy
Foran who was instrumental in assisting with both the selection of tile
and overseeing the project itself.
Summer Wine Tasting - Gatsby Style
Saturday, August 9

Come and party with Jay Gatsby as we return to a DYC Tradition, the
Voyageurs Summer Wine Tasting, fronting the start of the Venetian
Week festivities.  Join us from 7:00 - 11:00pm in Starlight Circle (Plan
B is in place if we experience inclement weather).  Bring on your Gatsby
as you enjoy hors d'oeuvres, sample select wines and a bit of the
bubbly from Cost Plus, dance or listen to Ken Grabowski's four piece
ensemble, and delight in the camaraderie of fellow DYC members and
their guests.  Gifts and Prizes will be given out.  We will have a draw-
ing, two gift bottles of wine, and four  special gifts: Great Gatsby Basket,
with three recipes and the ingredients for Gin Rickey, South Side, and
Bee's Knees, inclusive of  liter sized bottles of gin, vodka and rum;
Bottle of Daisy's Basket with three recipes and the ingredients for Mint
Julep, Mary Pickford, and Between the Sheets, inclusive of a liter of rum
and 750ml of  Bourbon, cognac, and  Triple Sec;   A rare bottle of John
Jameson Irish Whiskey hand carried from Ireland; and, Daisy's favorite
lemon cake and a bottle of  Limoncello.   Dress in Great Gatsby fash-
ion and be eligible for a prize:  Best Dressed Daisy will receive a tall
High Heeled Bottle Holder with 750ml bottle of Maxim's Gin and Best
Dressed Gatsby will receive a bottle of  Broker's Dry London Gin.  Cost:
$35.00 per person, inclusive.   
Dueling Pianos - Karl's Cabin, Saturday, September 13
Eat-Drink-Laugh- Sing- Dance-Repeat

If you have not seen dueling pianos, you are in for a real treat.  This
is an interactive evening packed full of fun!  Karl's Cabin is a family
owned and operated historic log cabin with a rustic atmosphere, built in
the 1940's.   We will gather at 7:30pm for dinner in their roadhouse
restaurant where they boast an extensive menu, including hand cut
grilled steaks. Dueling Pianos begins at 9:00pm.  Cover Charge:
$10.00 per person if having dinner, $15.00 per person for lighter fare or
no dinner, all other expenses individually paid/split checks.           Cover
Charge will be collected by the Voyageurs at the door or may be paid
by chit with reservations through the DYC.   Space is limited so please
get your reservations in early! (Karl's Cabin, 6005 Gottfredson Rd.,
Plymouth Township - just minutes from downtown Plymouth) 
Cadieux Café, Sunday, October 12.

Save the date -reservations required. "It's Beautiful to be Belgian"
- Featherbowling and dinner. (Cadieux Café 4300 Cadieux Road,
Detroit, MI 48224 - (313) 882-8560). 

Questions about the Voyageurs? Email or call Patricia Thull O'Brien
(248) 345-3457 or email PTHULL@msn.com

Voyageurs
Summer

Wine Tasting

Gatsby Era
Saturday

August 9th

7  - 11pm
$35 per person inclusive

Starlight Circle
Hors d�oeuvres 

Music
Ken Grabowski
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DYC FLYING SCOTS
JOHN GALLAGHER

A MESSAGE FROM THE
DYC FOUNDATION
MARK LIFTER, PRESIDENT The DYC will host

this year's Flying
Scot Michigan-
Ontario Districts
regatta on the week-
end of August 9-10th.
This regatta typically
brings together
many of the top
small-boat sailors
throughout the
region for two days

of spirited competition, with the winners receiving trophies and
bragging rights for the year.

This year, two days of Flying Scot racing are planned. The
regatta will be held on Lake St. Clair on Saturday, August 9th,
and on the Detroit River near the DYC on Sunday, August 10th.
DYC member Linda Minsterman, who recently earned her cer-
tification as an official U.S. Sailing race officer, will serve as
principal race officer for the event.

Boats from several other clubs are expected to join our own
fleet of Flying Scot Skippers.  Any DYC member who holds a
Flying Scot Skippers card is eligible to apply to race in this
regatta. The application can be found online by searching
dycflyingscots@gmail.com. Skippers who wish their entry to
count for the awards must also be members of the national
Flying Scot Sailing Association. See the Web site fssa.com to
join.
For information on this regatta, please contact John Gallagher

at jtgallag@comcast.net.

SAVE the DATE !
DYC will be hosting the 2014 National Sailing Hall Of Fame

Induction Ceremonies on Sunday, September 28, 2014. Five
nationally known individuals will be inducted. The general pub-
lic is invited to participate.

Lots more details coming! You can check out their website at
http://www.nshof.org

Foundation Donors:  
Let's Celebrate You!

Phase 1 of the DYC Foundation's “Seal
The Envelope” restoration strategy is near-
ly complete.  This is the first major exterior
clubhouse project funded entirely by mem-
bers' tax-deductible donations and from
events undertaken by members to generate
funds for the Foundation. There is more
work to be done in this area, but let's cele-
brate our donors and this accomplishment
that they've made possible.

All donors to the Foundation are invited to
join us at 6:00 pm in the Bitter End on
Saturday, August 9 for an informal champagne toast to commemo-
rate Phase I and to hear a brief update on the project and the next
steps the Foundation is planning.  Donors should have received an evite
on-line invitation or mailing; if not, please call (313) 757-5240 to let us
know you plan to attend.  At 7:00 pm, we can move to the Voyageurs'
Wine Tasting Party for some additional beverage courses.  There is still
time to register for this great Starlight Circle event featuring some fine
wines, hors d'oeuvres, live music and dancing.  It will be a great summer
night!

Additional Foundation News
• Our 2014 Capital Campaign is underway this summer.  Our cam-
paign committee is reaching out to members and other potential
donors to help raise additional funds for future restoration phases.
Let's get everyone involved to support restoring the grandeur of our
fabulous clubhouse.
• The preliminary outline of a plan for the next several restoration
phases has been prepared.  Details and preliminary cost estimates
are now being developed.
• Thanks to Monty Wulff and Gloria Stephens who printed new dona-
tion envelopes for the Foundation.  You'll find them around the club-
house and exceptionally easy to use.

Do you have suggestions, concerns or questions for the Foundation
Board?  We'd love to hear from you.  
Email us at info@dycfoundation.com or 
leave a message at (313) 757-5240. 

Darts Darts 

Come to the Club and 
play a Game or two of 
Darts in the Bitter End.

Bring your Darts and 
let the Games begin.
Bring A Friend. 
Darts are available at 
the reception counter. 
You must be 18 yrs old 
to sign out the darts
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Monday - Friday 12:00 - 7:00 pm 
Saturday - 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
Sunday -     9:00 am - 6:00 pm

Adult swimmers with a buddy or group are 
welcome to swim (without a lifeguard)

8am - 10pm. You will need to sign a release form
before using the pool during this time period.

Forms available at the Front Gate or 
Reception Counter.

POOL HOURS

The Membership Committee would 
like to welcome the following 

new members to the Detroit Yacht Club.

Active Boating
John & Elizabeth Bruno

Active
Noah & Jennifer Hall

Patrick Clarke
Elijah & Collette Doss

Intermediate
Nick Casteel
Joseph Kish

Thane Richard & Megan Dimmer

Non-Resident
Julie Egan

Sue & John Roche

Reinstatements
Nicole & Guy Jensen

Joseph & Peggy Boyle
Marcellus Smith

FITNESS ROOM ~ Tuesday- Sunday 5 am - 9 pm 
Monday ~ 5 am - 7 pm

You must be 18 years old to use equipment.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

10

Membership Meeting
Tuesday, August 26 ~ 7:00 pm

Everyone is welcome!

CCOONNCCEERRNNSS,,  CCAARREESS  OORR CCOOMMMMEENNTTSS Your opinions regarding your experi-
ences here at the Detroit Yacht Club are important. Please share any concerns
or compliments with Margaret Gmeiner (313) 824-1200 Ext. 232. She will direct
them to the appropriate department. 

Whether they are small or large, please feel free to call. 

DE T R O I T YA C H T CL U B
MISSION STATEMENT

"We are an Historic Private Yacht Club dedicated to providing a 
variety of outstanding dining, social, recreational and boating programs for
our members, families and guests.

BAR & GRILL HOURS

Grill Dining Room
Tuesday through Saturday

11:30 am - 9:00 pm
Sunday ~ 11:30 am - 8 pm

Sunday Chicken Dinner ~ 1 pm - 8 pm
Grill Bar Lounge

Tuesday through Thursday
11:30 am - 11:00 pm
Friday and Saturday

11:30 am - 1 am
Sunday ~ 11:30 am - 9:00 pm

Call for reservations (313) 824-1200 ext. 234 

WELCOME MINDY LOPUS
DIRECTOR OF SALES & MARKETING

As the Director of Sales and Marketing, and
the newest member of the DYC team, I'm excit-
ed about the challenges that lay ahead. My
background is diverse and entrepreneurial -
pretty much a solid match for the DYC.  My job
is two-fold, as I am responsible for both mem-
bership and catering sales and marketing.  Big
shoes to fill.

The last couple of years have been some-
what tumultuous for the DYC. There's been a
personnel shift within both departments and
we've been without a solid marketing plan.
Regardless, the staff has held steadfast and
has done a great job of moving our numbers
forward in both departments. The thought
process was to bring someone in that can cre-

ate a cohesive marketing strategy for both departments, including branding, commu-
nications and to increase our overall market share.  

For the last couple of weeks, I've spent my time observing, asking questions, lis-
tening and taking notes...lots and lots of notes.  It's been interesting to hear so many
different people, both members and staff, openly share their thoughts about the Club.
There's been a myriad of comments, but the common thread is the dedication and
desire to see things grow in an upward direction.  

The end goal for both departments is to grow our numbers with quality, as opposed
to quantity. In membership that means recruiting new long term members that will be
a solid representation of the DYC, as well as to increase our overall retention rate,
and to create new member events that are sure to please every type of member and
bring more people to the Club.  For catering and events, quality means increasing
our offerings to the highest level of quality, capable of attracting the A list of Detroit.

It's been stated time and time again that the DYC is in an opportune position for
growth, thanks to Belle Isle’s new status and the growth of downtown Detroit.  My
goal is to better integrate the DYC into the events and opportunities on Belle Isle and
to be recognized as an important part of the island. Detroit is a city of opportunity,
growth and unique diversity, which when you really think about it, is a true expres-
sion of the DYC, and is exactly what attracted me to the Club.   

While I am confident that I can assist in the Clubs’ growth, I still need help from the
membership. Our Membership Committee is a very small and dedicated group that
shares the common goal of building membership, but it only represents a small cross
section of our members. We are in need of more participation, particularly from
Intermediates. Our Ambassador program needs a boost and our incoming members
need to be able to feel a connection from the first moment they cross our bridge.  In
the coming weeks, I'll be reaching out to enlist your assistance in our campaign,
please consider the benefits of being involved.

Please stop by the membership office and say hello. I'd love to chat, hear your
story, and share with you our plan for success.  I'm ready to hit the ground running!



Meet at 1:00 pm
DYC Book Club

The DYC Book Club has had a great
summer of reading thus far. Interesting
books, animated and topical discussions at

their best. The weather has been on our side for outdoor patio
meetings. So join us and enjoy summer reading at its best. Our
roster of books and meeting dates are listed below:

August 24 - Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline
September 21- One Thousand White Women by Jim Fergus
October 19 - Still Missing by Chevy Stevens
November - All The Light We Cannot See

by Anthony Doerr 

We will be meeting on the Grill Patio (weather permitting)
throughout the summer months at 1:00 PM for a fun and lively
discussion...a little food...a little beverage.

Please contact me for more information 
or just join us for a test run.

Contact: MaryAnn Motyka at 
maryannm@wowway.com

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME

FROM THE DYC HISTORIAN
COMMODORE EDWIN C. THEISEN, JR.  FAMILY FISHING DAYFAMILY FISHING DAY

Sunday, August 17th

NEW DATE 
FISHING TIME 

9:30 am ~ 1:00 pm

PRIZES FOR 
ALL CHILDREN 
15 AND UNDER

1 . ENTRY FEE $5.00 PER FAMILY (TO COVER BAIT).
2. CHILDREN CATCHING LARGEST FISH PICK PRIZES FIRST. 

(ANY TYPE FISH )
3. TOURNAMENT IS A “CATCH AND RELEASE”.  

THE WEIGH-IN STATION IS AT THE BASE OF MAIN DOCK.
4. FISHING AREA: ANYWHERE ON DYC ISLAND, DOCKS,    

LAGOON, OFF THE BACK OF YOUR BOAT, OR OFF SHORELINE.
5. NO FISHING LICENSE IS REQUIRED THIS DAY.
6. LAST WEIGH-IN IS AT 2:00 pm. 

Trophies:
Largest fish • girls 8yrs & under/boys 8yrs & under
Largest fish • girls over 8yrs-10/boys over 8yrs-10

Largest fish • girls over 10yrs-15/boys over 10yrs-15
Most fish caught - girls  •  Most fish caught -boys

GOOD LUCK and HAVE FUN!
&

DON'T LET THE BIG ONE GET AWAY

WWHHYY  VVEENNEETTIIAANN  NNIIGGHHTT??

The 1920s were golden days for the Detroit Yacht Club.  Our 100,000
sq. ft. Clubhouse was dedicated in 1923 with the island and docks com-
pleted for the 1925 season. Com. Otto Barthel felt something more was
needed to properly showcase the "Finest Yacht Club in the World."  The
DYC was well known for sailing, powerboat, hydroplane, swimming
and their bowling prowess. However, something more was needed on
the social side.  

The solution was to expand the hydroplane races over Labor Day with
a spectacular social event. To cap the Labor Day weekend, Com.
Barthel decided to revive the annual Fleet Review, last held in honor of
Com. Harry Kendall. Complimenting the Mediterranean style of the
Clubhouse, Com. Barthel proposed a formal end of summer party to be
called Venetian Night. The Clubhouse, grounds and docks would be
transformed into a veritable fairyland with lights and decorations remi-
niscent of Carnival in Venice.  The event was a great success and con-
tinues today.

Venetian Night was quickly separated from the hydroplane races and
moved to August. The decorated boats would pass in Fleet Review
past the Commodore's Reviewing Boat in all their finery with the party
starting at 6:00 pm.  In 1941, the party was relocated to the newly ded-
icated Starlight Circle. A Junior Venetian Night was added on Friday
night in the 1950’s, so that High School and College members could
enjoy the festivities.  Com. George Pearson decided that Venetian
Night was too big for one day and converted the celebration to
Venetian Week, with the Dock Breakfast and Fleet Review on Sunday,
various events on weeknights, Junior Venetian Night on Friday and the
Gala Venetian Night on Saturday.

Our congratulations to the DYC for another successful Venetian
Week.

Commodore Edwin C. Theisen, Jr.
Historian

EIGHT BELLS

Mrs. Ruth Reba Porter Blair
(Mother of DYC Member Constance Blair)

Thursday, July 3
•

Mrs. Willie Jean Morgan
(DYC Active Boating Member)

Saturday, July 19
•

Mrs. Dolores Baranski
(Former DYC Member)

Sunday, July 20
•

Mr. Edward “Mark” Bugaj
(DYC Life Active Member)  

Tuesday, July 29
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FROM THE TREASURER
DAN NOWICKI

FROM THE KAYAK CLUB
LISA & HUGH (BARTNIK & CAIRNS)

1. A "Commodore" size thank you goes out to Com. McInnes who
was able to procure two used kayaks for the kayak club!  The kayaks
are fiberglass, one or both of which were hand made, so we need to
make sure they are water-ready before they are able to be used in
the River.  Once that is all set we will have a sign-out process for
using these kayaks.

2. Have you seen the Kayak Pennant flying yet?  So far there are
6 bicycle-size pennants that have been made for members of the
kayak club to fly from their kayaks while out paddling.  Several of us
had them flying for the Motor City Mile Swim, when we gave support
to the swimmers, guiding the swimmers on the course and keeping
them from going too far down river.  At least one burgee-size pen-
nant for a "big boat" to fly can be seen on Midway where Com.
Minsterman and Lady Linda keep their boat docked.

3. Regarding the pennant, anyone who would like to purchase one
should contact Lisa at lpb2x@att.net. There are two sizes available:

$40.00 - 14" x 24" - (size of the standard DYC Burgee)
$30.00 - 12" x 18" - (size of a bicycle flag)

The pennant has a lot of detail and takes 1½ hours to make! 
Hugh will provide the pole and make the clamp for an additional
$5.00 for anyone who would like to order that (it can be ordered at
the same time as ordering the pennant).  

4. Future Outings:  By the time this is in the Mainsheet we will have
enjoyed a kayak OABI on August 2nd, weather permitting that is! Our
plans are to participate in the Fleet Review on Sunday, August 10th -
If you are available, please join us. Timing is always tricky but we
launch around the same time as Lagoon Dock boats leave.  

Addional outings:

Happy Paddling, Lisa & Hugh

Saturday, August 2nd OABI or Downriver Paddle
Tuesday, August 5th Gather @ 6:00/Launch by 6:30 pm
Friday, August 8th Gather @ 6:00/Launch by 6:30 pm

Wednesday, August 13th Gather @ 6:00/Launch by 6:30 pm
Sunday, August 10th Fleet Review

Saturday, August 16th Sunrise Paddle
Thursday, August 21st Gather @ 6:00/Launch by 6:30 pm
Tuesday, August 26th Gather @ 6:00/Launch by 6:30 pm
Friday, August 29th Gather @ 6:00/Launch by 6:30 pm

Sunday, August 31st 9:30 &/or 4:00 pm
Thursday, September 4th Gather @ 6:00/Launch by 6:30 pm
Saturday, September 6th 9:30 &/or 4:00 pm

BREAKFBREAKFASTAST EVEREVERYY
SASATURDATURDAYY && SUNDASUNDAYY

8 am - 10 am

at the Islander Café
(Pool-side café)

Kayak Club
Burgee

My fellow DYC members, July saw a lot
of activity and it is hard to believe we are in
August already.  Race weekend went well,
with over 70 guest boats.  The weekend in
total generated revenue of $230K, within
$10K of last year's revenue number.  Once
we have July closed, I will communicate the
bottom line impact from race weekend.  As
you have probably heard, next year's race
weekend will be August 21st to 23rd, 2015.
Please adjust your plans/calendars accord-
ingly.            

As you look at the June flash report post-
ed on the web site, you will notice that we
are still lagging behind budget.  June was
off due to lower grill food and beverage and
lower banquet beverage plus the continued lower dock revenue.
Membership has fallen behind budget by 13 members.   Expenses contin-
ue tracking to the plan.  YTD we have a loss of $263K compared to a loss
last year of $443K.  I expect to end the year with a loss in the $100K to
$150K range.  With depreciation of $260K, we should generate $100k to
$150K of cash from operations, which will be used to keep accounts
payable at a more normal level.

Thank you to all members for their continued support of the Club, I
look forward to seeing you at the Club in August.  

The DYC Dance Club will be hosting 
Sunday Afternoon Dances

on 
September 21st

& 
December 28th

in the Ballroom with a live band
and a cash bar

Paul Carryer will teach a dance lesson from
2:00pm to 3:00pm. Greg Koltyk's Combo

(Saxophone, Keyboard, Drums, Stand Up Bass) will play from 3pm to
6pm.  

The mission of the Dance Club is to provide members and their guests
an opportunity to enjoy Swing & Ballroom dancing, attract new members,
and donate any profit generated cumulatively from these Sunday after-
noon dances to the DYC Foundation for the continued restoration of the
Clubhouse.

Members can invite up to 8 guests to these Sunday afternoon dances.
Contact the reception desk to register and give the names of your guests.
There will be a Will Call list at the door.  Admission is only $15 per person.

Save the Date 
2nd Annual "Dancing at the Grand" 

Saturday, April 25, 2015

Questions? 
Contact John Gibson (313) 331-8005 / jgibson1074@gmail.com or 
Erika Gray (248) 203-1227 / ejklemmer@gmail.com 

DYC DANCE CLUB
TONI & JOHN GIBSON / ERIKA GRAY
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TENTATIVE ~  2014 DYC Float Plan
(Rendezvous & Events)

DYC Sea Gulls Present

EUCHRE NIGHTEUCHRE NIGHT
Next game will be Next game will be 

Friday, August 15Friday, August 15thth ~ 7:00 pm~ 7:00 pm

You may sign up at the DYC Reception Counter or 
contact Catherine Nierle for details 

at (313) 567- 2571 or cnierle@comcast.net

TRADITIONS COMMITTEE
PATRICIA THULL O'BRIEN

Date Event
August 9 Dinghy Flotilla/Raft II
August 10 Fleet Review
August 22-24 Put-in- bay
August 30 Poker Run
September 6 Sweepstakes Regatta
September 9 DPS: Piloting
September 10 DPS: Marine Electronics
October 3 - 5 Frostbite

DOCK  LINE
A Message From Your 

Harbor Operations Committee

Your Harbor Operations Committee wants to recognize the 
wonderful job our Harbor Staff did during Race Weekend.

Their enthusiasm and professionalism show what 
extraordinary individuals they are.

THANK YOU FOR A JOB WELL DONE

Your boat is taking on water or has been damaged.
Do you want to know?

Does the harbor office have a current number?

Stop by the store and check out the 
DYC Tervis glasses and cozy’s and much more

HOW DOES YOUR DOCK BOX LOOK?
PLEASE GIVE IT A BATH IF IT NEEDS IT

IT HELPS KEEPS OUR HARBOR LOOKING GREAT.

SOME OF OUR MEMBERS ARE UNAWARE OF 
THE DOCK RULES PUBLISHED 

IN THE MAINSHEET. THEY ARE IN PLACE TO HAVE 
HARMONY IN THE HARBOR.

DISREGARDING TWO RULES CAUSE MAJOR 
PROBLEMS FOR THE STAFF:

NOT ADVISING THE HARBOR OFFICE WHEN YOU 
ARE GOING TO VACATE  YOUR SLIP FOR 24 HOURS OR MORE

AND

NOT ADVISING THE HARBOR OFFICE OF VISITING 
FRIENDS WHO ARRIVE BY BOAT

ONLY THE HARBOR STAFF CAN ASSIGN 
GUESTS A WELL

FOLLOWING A FEW RULES WILL HELP ALL OF US AND
OUR GUESTS TO ENJOY OUR CLUB

NEED A PET CART?  CALL THE HARBOR OFFICE BEFORE
YOU ARRIVE. OUR STAFF WILL HAVE ONE WAITING FOR YOU.

DDYYCC  TTHHEE  PPLLAACCEE  TTOO  BBEE
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The more you dig, the more you learn, and
then there becomes more work to be done.
That seems to be the 'lay of the land' for the
Traditions Committee.  Bring it on!  We are
ready to tackle it.

Through our focus/facilitation sessions, dis-
cussions with members, and research, we
have uncovered well over 60 traditional
events/ protocols.  Thus far, a detailed
description has been scripted for each, and
the list itself continues to grow.  In our last
committee meeting, we reviewed and dis-
cussed what we have to date, made sugges-
tions, additions and clarifications.  

Furthermore, each participant took a writ-
ten poll, giving their individual opinion as to whether or not an
event/protocol remains salient today.  That same information has also
been sent electronically to all of the participants of the focus/facilitation
sessions, requesting their input in the same manner as was accom-
plished at the meeting.  If anyone you was not a member of a session
,and would like to share your opinion, just let me know.  I am happy to
send an electronic copy or make arrangements for a hard copy to be
made available to you.  

We continue to meet with Management regarding each and every
individual remark made by contributors in the Traditions Committee
focus/facilitation sessions.  Our conversations have been both broad
and informative.  Some things that Management would like to imple-
ment, given the budget to do so, include a re-installation, repair, and
expansion of our surveillance system, a plan for replacing our fifteen
year old banquet chairs, improve communications by upgrading our out
of date software, and procurement of a radio to be used by the Officer
of the Day in order to help improve their accessibility and response
time. 

In addition, we continue to both communicate with knowledgeable
members (including, but not limited to, Commodores and Past
Commodores) and research DYC's rich traditional history.  It is so much
more than a simple walk down 'Memory Lane'.

For more information, to volunteer in a specific area, or to join the
committee, contact Patricia Thull O'Brien, Chairman -
PTHULL@msn.com - (248) 345-3457 or Marilynn Maisner, Co-
Chairman  - (248) 473-4167 - lmaisner@sbcglobal.net.
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